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The Grad School Hermit 
 
Retirement for peace and for instruction 
did not turn out to be what I’d supposed: 
The walls were mostly of my own construction, 
the boundaries were mainly self-imposed. 
If Julian grew tired of her tower, 
she left no record for posterity. 
Myself, I blossomed in my prison-bower: 
except on rainy nights.  I loved to be 
immured by dissertation in the morning, 
or on a night when it was calm and clear.  
Storms and blizzards, a tornado warning, 
could paralyze me, though, with lonely fear. 
But You were there as well: I should have known 
to have some courage: I was not alone. 
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